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During the discussion which followed, I did not forget to
think of myself, the occasion being so opportune for making
the fortunes of my second son. I remembered then, that as
matters were advanced to this point, a special ambassador must
be sent to Spain, to ask the hand of the Infanta for the King,
and to sign the compact of marriage; that the ambassador
must be a nobleman of mark and title, and thus I begged the
Duke to give me this commission, with a recommendation to
the King of Spain, so as to make my second son the Marquis
of Euffec, grandee of Spain.
M. le Due d'Orleans scarcely allowed me to finish, imme-
diately accorded me what I had asked, promised me the
recommendation with many expressions of friendship, and
asked me to keep the whole matter secret, and make no pre-
paration that would disclose it.
I knew well enough why he enjoined me to secrecy. He
wished to have the time to make Dubois swallow this pill.
My thanks expressed, I asked him two favours; first, not to
pay me as an ambassador, but to give me around sum sufficient
to provide for all my expenses without ruining myself; second,
not to entrust any business to me which might necessitate a
long stay in Spain, inasmuch as I did not wish to quit him,
and wanted to go to Spain simply for the purpose of obtaining
the honour above alluded to for my second son. The fact is, I
feared that Dubois, not being able to hinder my embassy*
might keep me in Spain in a sort of exile, under pretence of
business, in order to get rid of me altogether. Events proved
that my precaution was not altogether useless.
M. le Due d'Orldans accorded both the favours I asked, with
many obliging remarks, and a hope that my absence would not
be long. I thought I had then done great things for my family,
and went home much pleased. But, mon Dieu! what are the
projects and the successes of men!
Dubois, as I expected, was vexed beyond measure at ray em-
bassy, and resolved to ruin me and throw me into disgrace: I
was prepared for this, and I soon saw it was so. At first, I
received from him nothing but professions of friendship and of

